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he Sweetwater Watershed is home to some of the last, best, intact sections of the 

Oregon, Mormon, California, and Pony Express National Historic Trails. These trails 

traverse a vast and stunning landscape that is teeming with iconic western wildlifeða land-

scape that endures today much as it was when pioneers traveled through 150 years ago. 

Hikers on the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail can experience a vast, unfrag-

mented, and healthy  sagebrush 

landscape as they stride toward the 

Wind River Mountains. Recreation-

ists appreciate this landscape for 

the opportunities to climb, hike, run, 

rock hound, fish, hunt, and explore 

in a seemingly boundless and un-

trammeled setting.  

According to the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, this areaôs vast un-

broken stands of sagebrush are ñone of two remaining areas of contiguous range essential 

for the long-term persistence of the [greater sage-grouse].ò These sagebrush uplands, ri-

parian corridors, and scattered stands of aspen and pine also support robust populations of 

pronghorn, white-tailed prairie dogs, badgers, mule deer, abundant ferruginous hawks and 

golden eagles, and the occasional wolf and Shiras moose.   

To cross through the formidable Rocky Mountains, pioneers followed the Sweetwater River 

from Independence Rock up relatively gentle terrain to South Pass. Today, thou-

sands of visitors flock to this area to learn about and sometimes reenact the heroic 

journeys that played out here over a century ago. The increasingly popular Continen-

tal Divide National Scenic trail provides an awe-inspiring passage from the southern 

Rockies to the northern Rockies for adventurous travelers.  

This landscape's greatest economic values, are its world-class wildlife, fishing, hunt-

ing, hiking, climbing, and horseback riding. Several recreation enterprises that con-

tribute consistently and substantially to the local economyðin a sustainable man-

nerðrely on the unspoiled character of this landscape.    

Conserving the Sweetwater Watershed  

With so many irreplaceable national resourcesðwhose integrity demands minimal human interventionðwe believe that the ecological, his-

torical, and recreational significance of this watershed should take priority over the relatively minor and short-lived benefits that oil and gas 

development would provide. We are deeply concerned about climate change and understand the pressing need to develop renewable en-

ergy sources, but because of this areaôs importance to greater sage-grouse and the sensitivity of historic and recreational resources, we be-

lieve that industrial-scale wind facilities and their associated, roads, activity, traffic, transmission lines, and collector lines are not appropriate 

in this landscape. Visionary stewardship by the Bureau of Land Management can and should seek to protect these last vestiges of our indis-

pensable ecological, cultural, and recreational heritage. 

The Sweetwater Watershed  

�x�� Vast and unfragmented sagebrush habi-
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portant areas for the continued survival 

of the greater sage -grouse.  

�x�� The Oregon, Mormon and Pony Express 

National Historic Trails draw thousands 

of visitors to this landscape every year.  

�x�� The unique high -desert portion of the 

Continental Divide National Scenic Trail 

passes through this spectacular land-

scape.  

�x�� Several Wilderness Study Areas and 

Citizens Proposed Wilderness Areas 
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portunities for solitude.  

�x�� This landscape is a favorite of hikers, 

bikers, anglers, climbers, hunters, 

horsemen, and campers.   
�x�� The many priceless resources found 

throughout this landscape warrant pro-

tection in the Lander RMP and the Na-

tional Landscape Conservation System.  

For more information contact Nathan Maxon at the Wyoming Outdoor Council (307) 332 -7031 ext. 15  
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