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he Lander Front and Beaver Rim encompass some of the most celebrated 

viewsheds in Wyoming. Descending from South Pass, travelers see a dramatic view 

of the colorful Red Canyon and the impressive Wind River Mountains. Looking west from 

atop Beaver Rim, residents and visitors are treated to an awe-inspiring panorama of col-

orful sandstone outcrops, rugged canyons, and rolling hills which support sagebrush 

shrublands, juniper woodlands, aspen groves, cottonwood gallery forests, and native 

grasslands. The diverse BLM lands within this landscape are critical for wildlife and loved 

by local residents for their outstanding recreational opportunities. 

This area is part of 

what the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service identi-

fies as ñone of two re-

maining areas of con-

tiguous range essential 

for the long-term per-

sistence of the [greater 

sage-grouse].ò Many 

sage-grouse that 

spend the summer and 

fall on the higher-

elevation lands of the 

Sweetwater Watershed and South Pass descend into this area to take advantage of im-

portant winter and spring habitat. Recent research indicates that sage-grouse winter con-

centration areas, like those found here, are essential to the species. BLM lands in this 

area also ensure the survival of thousands of wintering elk, mule deer, and pronghorn 

that subsist on a variety of natural vegetation.  

Despite the recent economic downturn, the town of Lander continues to 

grow new businesses and attract young people, in large part because of 

its proximity to undeveloped public lands and the wealth of recreational 

opportunities they provide. Residents and visitors prize these lands be-

cause they offer some of the state's best hunting, hiking, biking, trail run-

ning, rock climbing, horseback riding, nordic skiing, and wildlife viewing 

opportunities. The undeveloped public lands in this area are a major eco-

nomic asset to the local community and help create a quality of life that is 

the envy of much of Wyoming. The fact that these lands remain undevel-

oped continues to make the Lander area one of Wyomingôs top destina-

tions for visitors, outdoors enthusiasts, new residents, and Wyoming retir-

ees. 

Conserving the Lander Front and the Beaver Creek Watershed  

With such celebrated viewsheds, unspoiled crucial wildlife habitat, and 

world-class recreational resourcesðall of which are essential to the local 

community, its economy, and its quality of lifeðwe believe the Lander 

Front and Beaver Rim area must be managed with great care. We be-

lieve the BLM should administratively withdraw this area from future oil, 

gas, and phosphate leasing in order to protect these valuable wildlife and 

recreational resources so they will continue to support the social and 

economic stability of this area.  

The Lander Front and Beaver Rim  

¶ This area provides critical winter and breeding 

habitat for greater-sage grouse and is one of 

the worldôs most important areas for sage-

grouse conservation. 

¶ Thousands of elk and mule deer winter along 

the Lander Front and within the Beaver Creek 

watershed. 

¶ BLM lands provide a diverse array or recrea-

tional opportunities for visitors and local resi-

dents. 

¶ A growing and diverse local economy relies 

on nearby undeveloped open spaces. 

¶ Additional energy development in this area 

would harm the local quality of life and disrupt 

a treasured landscape.  
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