7 4 > J)
12, % ,‘.,. .
o “AY & )
’ L ) , | ~ y.
S « v 77
r {
g Y/
,”‘ 1~
; .., TI S i 3 F‘
R ".« ;5 ‘J, Y 7
o> = iy
* : 5 R
- 7,
- ¢ )
)
F 5 4 e
e ; . -»J'
e i e
72N 9 4
% NG e
-~ y 7: ‘ -
b W
\"‘"\‘,.» [ ‘j/],
i B e :
\ = A7)
- *"’:J‘ o~ |
- i i P
i /4‘6‘2@"“‘
P
y il |
- g dl
a
Wind River
) Reservation
)
r3 . *
r . )
) : = .
a i ] he "Iw: "1
s e o
y AN x,'( ? 'y‘ﬂm'i’
J fd" .‘ ‘11 ‘-’W 4C
7//;'/' : %l T
. : AN
Bridger—Teton National Forest ; P N
%

Lander Field Office

Nathan Maxon

R




he Upper Wind RiverValley i s one of our nationds most

finest wildlife areas. Nestled between the high peaks of the Wind River, Absaroka, and
Owl Creek ranges, these lands support a full array of native species, including grizzly bears,
wolves, bighorn sheep, elk, peregrine falcons, bald eagles, and Yellowstone cutthroat trout.

The iconic views, opportunities to see wildlife, and other nature-dependent recreational pur-

Lisa Koi suits draw many visitors, who in

isa Koitzsch

turn support most of the busi-
nesses and residents of the Upper

Wind River Valley.

The entire valley lies within occu-
pied grizzly habitat and is used by
the bears primarily after they

emerge in the spring and move to

lower-elevation lands to feed on

green plants and winter-killed un-

gulates. With the devastating loss of so many high-elevation whitebark pines and their seed
crops, an important food source for grizzlies, these lands may become increasingly important

to foraging bears at other times of the year. Bighorn sheep, once found throughout the

Rocky Mountains, are still com-
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mon in the Upper Wind River Val-
ley, which encompasses both
T their winter range and their lamb-
: ing grounds. The resident sheep
- herd, often referred to as the

~

imot her

by

herd, o i

be used as a source population in

efforts to re-establish native

The Upper Wind River Valley

The fAMother
on BLM lands for winter and lambing
habitat.

More than 3,000 elk from Yellowstone
and the surrounding mountains rely on
the windswept natural winter ranges of
this valley.

Grizzly bears roam throughout this valley
in the spring, but these lands may be-
come more important to the bears with
the continued loss of higher elevation
whitebark pine trees and their seeds.

Streams in this valley likely will become
climate refugia for Yellowstone cutthroat
trout as the climate warms.

Oil and gas development is not compati-
ble with this wild area and would under-
mine local tourism and the recreation-
based economy.
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3 e . o sheep in other parts of the American West. Every fall, over three thousand elk

from the surrounding mountains and Yellowstone and Grand Teton National

Parks migrate into the valley to spend the winter. The native grasses that are

found on the windswept mid-elevation ridges and rolling terrain are key to the
ng the |
Wyoming congregate unnaturally on artificial feed grounds, elk in the Upper

Wind River Valley

| are more dispersed

el kés swurvival duri ong winte

and subsist on natu-
| ral feed. Conse-

| quently these elk
exhibit a low inci-

| dence of brucellosis
infection. Natural
winter ranges that
have lower concentrations of elk also may help to sustain the health of Yellow-
herds by reducing the

st oneods potentii

4 ing chronic wasting disease.
Honoring a Tradition of Conservation in the Upper Wind River Valley

For more than forty years, the BLM, U.S. Forest Service, Wyoming Game and Fish Department, and private landowners have invested a
substantial amount of time and money to protect crucial wildlife habitats in the Upper Wind River Valley. With no or very low potential for olil
and gas in this valley, habitat and recreation are the highest-v al ue and best use of the vallsewd® B
ensure a vibrant and resilient Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem for future generations. We strongly believe that the only reasonable manage-
ment strategy under the revised Lander Resource Management Plan is to protect the sustainable local economy and these wild and scenic

treasures by administratively withdrawing this valley from oil and gas leasing.
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For more information contact Nate Maxon at the Wyoming Outdoor Council (307) 332 -7031 ext. 15
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